
CHECK THIS OUT:  

¶ Check out the new info in-

cluded in the Calendar of 

Events. Let me know if youôd 

like other information included 

in the calendar. 

¶ Great meeting last month, see 

page 3. 

¶ Why donôt you think about join-

ing us at an educational out-

reach event, Theyôre fun, donôt 

take much time, and you get to 

get to know fellow members of 

MSH. See page 5. 

¶ If you think you have problems, 

check out the snake on page 8. 

As Randy Worden assumes his new, less demanding duties as 

president of our Society, he gives up several duties he feels are 

below his new stature. 

Unfortunately, the post of editor is one of those duties. 

Until he can find a halfway competent drudge to fill his shoes 

as editor, he has appointed the less-than-halfway-competent 

drudge Dan Boyle as temporary interim substitute editor pro 

tem. God save us all. ƿ 

Next meeting: April 18  
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Randy Worden steps down as  
newsletter editor to assume new  
duties as MSH president  

The Michigan Herpetologist  
Dedicated to education about and conservation of reptiles and amphibians 
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 March, 2009 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

Past editor Randy Worden shows his blood python at the  
Chippewa Middle School ôFun with Science Dayõ (see 
story page 4)  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

THINGS TO DO, THINGS TO SEE 

MSH general membership meetings are open to the public, and members are encouraged to bring guests. The Board of Directors meets at 6:00 PM, 
members are welcome at 7:00 PM, and the program begins at 7:30 PM. Members are always welcome to observe MSH Board meetings. 

As a service to our members, beginning with the  March, 2009 issue, we are including information on nearby and/or important reptile expos. 
MSH does not endorse any non-MSH enterprises. Sometimes events are cancelled, so be sure to check before driving to an out-of-town event. 

The Michigan Herpetologist  2 

The Michigan Herpetologist 

The Michigan Herpetologist is published monthly by 
the Michigan Society of Herpetologists, a nonprofit 
organization ñdedicated to member and public educa-
tion about reptiles and amphibians.ò 

òThe mission of The Michigan Herpetologist is to 
inform the membership of Society events, to report 
on those events whenever possible, to provide in-
teresting information about the herpetological 
community, and to provide members a platform to 
express their interests and views.ó 

Editorial Team 

Stephanie Beiser, Shelley DeFouw Dr. Jen Periat, 
Dudley Smith, Barbara Wheeler 

Editor 

Dan Boyle 
1110 Cawood St. 
Lansing, MI 48915 
Phone: 517-482-0218 
E-mail: boyledan@sbcglobal.net 

Classified ads are free to MSH members. Articles by 
members and interested individuals are always wel-
come in almost any format. Please contact the editor. 

This newsletter is now delivered in full color electroni-
cally as a PDF (adobe acrobat) file; email the editor to 
start receiving it that way. 

© 2008 by Michigan Society of Herpetologists. All rights reserved. You 
may reprint any original article from The Michigan Herpetologist provided 
you credit ñThe Michigan Herpetologist, newsletter of the Michigan Soci-
ety of Herpetologists.ò 

March 8 West Michigan Reptile Expo, Howard Johnson Plaza 
on 28th Street, Grand Rapids, Michigan,, 10am ï 4pm, 
admission $5.00, children 12 and under free, website: 

www.reptile-expo.com 

March 24 Michigan Reptile Show, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, Mi. 
10am ï 3pm, admission $5.00, website: 

www.michiganreptileshow.com 

March 26 MSH outreach, Ralya Elementary School, 6pmð
8:30pm. We could use a few more exhibitors at this 
event.    Why not spend a few hours exhibiting your 
animals            (or borrow ours). Contact Barbara 

Wheeler, bjwheeler38@yahoo.com 

April 10 FIRST ANNUAL MICHIGAN AMPHIBIAN AND 
REPTILE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 
(MARRS).MARRS is going to highlight Michigan 
graduate students doing herp research.  The MSU herp 
club will have one, maybe two, professors talk 
(Introduce the symposium and a keynote speaker), but 
everything else will highlight the graduate students. Our 
plan is to have graduate students from around the state 
come and do talks on what sort of research they are 
doing (past, current, and future).  While this event will 
be graduate student heavy, if there are undergraduate 
students doing their own research, we also welcome 
them to do talks if interested. Get in touch with J. P. 
Lawrence at lawre161@msu.edu or Edi Sonntag at 
sonntage@msu.edu for more details. (The 
announcement didnôt include MSU Herp Club meeting 

times or place). 

April 11 Michigan Reptile Show, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, Mi. 
10am ï 3pm, admission $5.00, website: 

www.michiganreptileshow.com 

  April 12 West Michigan Reptile Expo, Howard Johnson Plaza 
on 28th Street, Grand Rapids, Michigan,, 10am ï 4pm, 
admission $5.00, children 12 and under free, website: 

www.reptile-expo.com 

April 18 Vet-A-Visit, Michigan State University, 9amð4pm, 
admission free, see their website: 
http://cvm.msu.edu/alumni-friends/vetavisit. MSH 
provides an exhibit at this event and we do need 
volunteers. This is a great opportunity to meet fellow 
members and their animals. Contact Barbara Wheeler 

(bjwheeler38@yahoo.com) ASAP if you are interested.  

From the editorõs soapbox 

I got hooked into taking over the 
newsletter again  

After a five-year absence, I am once again taking over 

the reins of the Michigan Herpetologist. Randy Worden 

is stepping down to take over his duties as MSH presi-

dent. Knowing Randy as I do, he is sure to do a great 

job in leading our society. 

Each editor brings his own ideas to the job and 

puts his own stamp on the newsletter.  But, he canôt do 

it by himself. I appreciate every suggestion I receive. If 

you would like to help make this a better newsletter, 

please consider helping, either formally or informally. 

Please consider joining the newsletter committee. 

Or, you could spend an hour two a month proofreading, 

an exciting activity because you get to see the newslet-

ter before everyone else, including information that 

never makes it to the final version. 

If you canôt get formally involved, fine, but if you 

find something interesting on the net or your local pa-

per, send it on to me. I appreciate each and every article 

suggestion that I receive. 

How about submitting an original article? Have 

you been somewhere interesting, seen something youôd 

like to share, want to review a book? All submissions 

are welcome. 

Iôm toying with the idea of a process to evaluate 

each issue, what works, what doesnôt,  are we covering 

what we should (or shouldnôt). This wouldnôt take 

much of your time, but you would be doing a real ser-

vice for your fellow members ð and for me.   

Dan Boyle, editor ƿ 

Apr 18 MSH Membership Meeting, Scott House, Lansing. 
Post Vet-A-Visit party. Members who exhibited at V-A-V 
bring animals to meeting. You get to see great animals 
and great people in a social visit. MSH will supply pizza 

and drinks (members only, sorry). 

May 9 Michigan Reptile Show, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, Mi. 
10am ï 3pm, admission $5.00, website: 

www.michiganreptileshow.com 

http://www.reptile-expo.com
http://www.michiganreptileshow.com
http://www.michiganreptileshow.com
http://www.reptile-expo.com
http://www.michiganreptileshow.com
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Wow, did you guys miss a great meeting!  
Bobby Hill of Varnyard Herps, Inc. delivered a great presentation on breeding and keep-
ing tegus at Scott House, Lansing on February 25 [with off -topic bonus OUCHIE !]  


